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 . . . must be essen-
tially public.”17 This statement has a highly democratic and Enlightenment feel to it, 
in the sense that citizens of a society have the right to know what vital judgments 
are being made. After all, in a democratic society, the citizens assign the government 
the profound responsibility of distributing punishment for crimes against the society. 
Citizens are entitled to know what decisions their government officials are making, 
particularly regarding justice. This provides not only knowledge and an understand-
ing of what is going on but also a form of “checks and balances.” Furthermore, the 
public nature of trials and punishments inherently produces a form of deterrence for 
those individuals who may be considering criminal activity, which is explored in the 
following sections of this chapter.

Formal, public processing 
and trial of criminal 
defendants (rather than 
secret accusations and 
closed courtrooms) is 
a key part of Beccaria’s 
proposed reforms of 
justice systems as well as 
of deterrence theory.
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